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to be instructed and baptized. This is the greatest
advantage that we have at first among the Savages,
and of which we are most certain,—for, of the
great number of children whom we baptize, no year
passes that many do not die before they have attained
the use of reason; and, as for the adults, the greater
part are so devoted and attached to Prayer that they
would suffer the most cruel death rather than
abandon it.

It is fortunate for the Illinois that they are
very far distant from Quebec; for brandy cannot be
taken to them, as is done elsewhere. Among the
Savages this liquor is the greatest obstacle to Chris-
tianity, and is the source of countless numbers of
the most enormous crimes. It is known that they
buy it only in order to plunge themselves into the
most furious intoxication; the disturbances and the
melancholy deaths which are witnessed every day
ought indeed to outweigh the profit that is made in
the trade of so fatal a liquor.

I had remained two years with the Illinois, when I
was recalled, that I might devote the remainder of
my days to the Aénakis Tribe. This was the first
Mission to which I had been appointed on my arrival
in Canada, and apparently it is the one in which I
shall finish my life. I was then obliged to return
to Quebec, in order to set out from there to rejoin
my dear Savages. I have already told you of the
length and hardships of that journey; therefore I
shall speak to you only of a very cheering incident
which befell me about 40 leagues from Quebec.

I was in a sort of Village where there were twenty-
five French households, and a Curé who was in
charge. Near this Village was seen a cabin of



